
M i d - W e e k  D e v o t i o n

F - 1 . 0 2  o f  t h e  P C ( U S A )  B o o k  o f  O r d e rRead:

Reflect:

I f  w e  a s  a  c h u r c h  a c k n o w l e d g e s  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  L o r d
a n d  h e a d  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  t h a t  n a m e d  v a l u e  h a s  o n  t h e
d a i l y  l i f e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .

H e r e ,  t h e  B o o k  o f  O r d e r  n a m e s  s e v e r a l  w a y s  t h e  

F - 1 . 0 2 0 3     C h r i s t  G i v e s  t h e  C h u r c h  i t s  L i f e

C h r i s t  g i v e s  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  i t s  f a i t h  a n d  l i f e ,  i t s  u n i t y
a n d  d i s c i p l i n e .  S c r i p t u r e  t e a c h e s  u s  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  w i l l  f o r
t h e  c h u r c h ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  o b e y e d .  I n  t h e  w o r s h i p  a n d
s e r v i c e  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,
m a t t e r s  a r e  t o  b e  o r d e r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  W o r d  b y
r e a s o n  a n d  s o u n d  j u d g m e n t ,  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e
H o l y  S p i r i t .

F - 1 . 0 2 0 4     C h r i s t  i s  t h e  C h u r c h ’ s  H o p e

I n  a f f i r m i n g  w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  C h r i s t i a n s  J e s u s  i s  L o r d ,
t h e  C h u r c h  c o n f e s s e s  t h a t  h e  i s  i t s  h o p e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e
c h u r c h ,  a s  C h r i s t ’ s  b o d y ,  i s  b o u n d  t o  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  a n d
t h u s  f r e e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  l i v e l y ,  j o y o u s  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e
g r a c e  o f  G o d .



Respond:

How does this section describe the purpose of the
church?

 
What would a church which lived into these principles
look and sound like? What about an individual?

Do you think anything is missing from this description
of the church’s mission?

a u t h o r i t y  o f  J e s u s  i m p a c t s  t h e  c h u r c h ’ s  l i f e  a n d
m i s s i o n .

F i r s t ,  i s  t h e  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  t h e  o r d e r l y  a n d
d e l i b e r a t e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  i s  a s  i m p o r t a n t
a s  t h e  r e s u l t s .  J e s u s  d i d n ’ t  g o  a b o u t  m i n i s t r y
h a p h a z a r d l y ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  l i v e d  w i t h  d i r e c t  p u r p o s e
a n d  p l a n n i n g .  W o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  i s s u e s  w i t h
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  d e s i g n  h e l p s  g i v e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e
n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  a  m e a n i n g f u l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  w o r l d .

S e c o n d ,  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  i t s  l o c a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  i n
c o m m u n i t y  d o e s n ’ t  e x i s t  o u t s i d e  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  w i l l  f o r
i t .  T h e  p r i m a r y  q u e s t i o n  c h u r c h e s  s h o u l d  b e  a s k i n g  i s
“ W h a t  i s  J e s u s ’  w i l l  f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  a n d  t h e n
s h o u l d  s p e n d  s e v e r a l  d a y s  o r  w e e k s  o r  m o n t h s  i n
p r a y e r f u l  d i s c e r n m e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  o r d e r l y  s t e p  d o w n
t h e  p a t h  t o w a r d s  G o d ’ s  v i s i o n  f o r  w h a t  c o u l d  b e .






