ADAPTED FROM

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 1 CORINTHIANS 13

We believe love is patient and kind; it is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude, it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth;

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. And though we live in a world that often
tells us these attributes are weakness, we reject that lie.

Love is the source of our greatest strength as God’s people.
We believe in Christ's name, faith, hope, and love abide; and

the greatest of these is love.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

I KINGS 19:1-18

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, how he had
killed all Baal's prophets with the sword. 2 Jezebel sent a
messenger to Elijah with this message: “May the gods do
whatever they want to me if by this time tomorrow | haven't
made your life like the life of one of them.”

3 Elijah was terrified. He got up and ran for his life. He
arrived at Beer-sheba in Judah and left his assistant there.
4 He himself went farther on into the desert a day’s
journey. He finally sat down under a solitary broom bush.



He lay down and slept under the solitary broom bush.
Then suddenly a messenger tapped him and said to
him, “Get up! Eat something!” Elijah opened his eyes
and saw flatbread baked on glowing coals and a jar of
water right by his head. He ate and drank, and then
went back to sleep. The Lord’s messenger returned a
second time and tapped him. “Get up!” the messenger
said. “Eat something, because you have a difficult road
ahead of you.” Elijah got up, ate and drank, and went
refreshed by that food for forty days and nights until he
arrived at Horeb, God’s mountain.There he went into a
cave and spent the night.

The Lord’s word came to him and said, “Why are you

here, Elijah?”

Elijah replied, “I've been very passionate for the Lord
God of heavenly forces because the Israelites have
abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your
altars, and they have murdered your prophets with the
sword. I'm the only one left, and now they want to take
my life too!

The Lord said, “Go out and stand at the mountain
before the Lord. The Lord is passing by.” A very strong
wind tore through the mountains and broke apart the



stones before the Lord. But the Lord wasn’'t in the
wind. After the wind, there was an earthquake. But the
Lord wasn’t in the earthquake

He lay down and slept under the solitary broom bush.
Then suddenly a messenger tapped him and said to
him, “Get up! Eat something!” Elijah opened his eyes
and saw flatbread baked on glowing coals and a jar of
After the earthquake, there was a fire. But the Lord
wasn’t in the fire. After the fire, there was a sound.
Thin. Quiet. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his coat. He went out and stood at the cave’s
entrance. A voice came to him and said, “Why are you
here, Elijah?”

He said, “I’'ve been very passionate for the Lord God of
heavenly forces because the Israelites have abandoned
your covenant. They have torn down your altars, and
they have murdered your prophets with the sword. I'm
the only one left, and now they want to take my life
too.”

The Lord said to him, “Go back through the desert to
Damascus and anoint Hazael as king of Aram. Also
anoint Jehu, Nimshi’'s son, as king of Israel; and anoint
Elisha from Abel-meholah, Shaphat’s son, to succeed
you as prophet. Whoever escapes from the sword of
Hazael, Jehu will kill. Whoever escapes from the sword
of Jehu, Elisha will kill. But | have preserved those
who remain in Israel, totaling seven thousand—all
those whose knees haven’'t bowed down to Baal and
whose mouths haven’t kissed him.”



DID YOU KNOW?

Christ the King Sunday, officially called the “Feast of Christ the
King” is also referred to as ‘the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe’ is a feast day that celebrates the full
authority of Christ as King and Lord of the universe.

The feast was originally celebrated on the final day of October,
the day before All Saints’ Day. Pope Paul VI moved the feast to
the last Sunday before Advent in 1969 to highlight the day’s
iImportance. This would fall in November. Churches that use the
Revised Common Lectionary honor ‘Christ the King Sunday’ as
the final Sunday of the liturgical year. This includes most major
mainline Protestant groups.

One of the reasons this date is so fitting is because the liturgical
year begins with Advent, which is the season of awaiting the
coming of Christ. Observing Christ the King Sunday at the end of
the liturgical year celebrates and emphasizes the Kingship of
Christ.

The first Feast of Christ the King was instituted by Pope Pius XI
in 1925. This feast day was in response to the increasing denial
of Christ as king and the rise of secularism throughout Europe.
This was also a time when dangerous dictatorships were
emerging in Europe and beyond. As Pope Pius and other faithful
Christians began to see the respect and reverence for Christ’s
authority diminishing, this feast was put in place to reaffirm and
refocus faith and respect in the kingship of Jesus.



A Word from Session

Have you heard the one about the meeting where the leader asked the group
“Who wants change?” Well, the whole group enthusiastically raises their hands.
Next, they were asked “Who wants to change?” This time, no one raised their
hand.

Change is tough and can be filled with uncertainty. Session has been praying,
discussing, and discerning what might be the best course to follow in moving
Concord Presbyterian into the future. The future necessarily involves change.
The question has been what kind of change. There really hasn’'t been any
answer with a guarantee, so a decision was made to “try something” which fits
with out historical strengthens as a church.

The church is going to begin a music-based afterschool program geared toward
helping children who would normally be alone at home after school, possibly
with little to no food in the house. They will come to the church and be given
snacks, have playtime, and help with homework if needed. The parents will pick
them up after work. Hopefully, this will provide a safe and secure environment
that the kids might not otherwise have available. A director for the program will
added to the church staff and will be expected to work out the details of the
program. The expected implementation of the program would begin with the
2025 — 2026 school year.

There are lots of questions to be answered - like Is it going to work? Maybe. If
not, then the program may offer a new path that can be followed. It's about
moving the church forward, trying something new, opening our doors to more
people in our community and, hopefully, growing attendance numbers by
welcoming new families into CPC. It's just a small change. It won’t hurt too bad
and can be a real benefit to others, and allows to more fully live into our church
values of being a welcome place for all people.

- Elder Paul Woodard on behalf of Session



Parable of the Good Samaritan

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’;
and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself." " Luke 10:27
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